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1
DETERMINATION OF TIME ZONE AND DST
PARTICIPATION

FIELD

The present application is related to time zone determina-
tion, and more specifically, to establishing a time zone based
on a current location and geopolitical rules for the location.

BACKGROUND

The widespread use of atomic clocks, computer networks,
satellite positioning receivers and devices that incorporate
satellite receivers has made synchronizing time a nearly fully
automated process. However, one aspect of time setting that
still requires manual intervention is setting the correct time
zone based on participation in daylight savings time (DST) or
other deviation from the actual time zone associated with a
region.

In accordance with the standard or universal time zone map
as shown, for example, in FIG. 3, to be described in greater
detail hereinafter, the globe can be divided into zones of about
15 degrees that correspond to one hour intervals from a ref-
erence zone known as Greenwich Mean Time (GMT). While
the mathematical determination of a time zone for a given
location is relatively simple, geopolitics influences whether
ornot a country or aregion adopts the mathematical time zone
as its accepted time zone. China, for example, spans many
actual time zones but uses a single time zone throughout the
country based on political convention. While the mathemati-
cal time zone boundaries generally follow every 15 degrees of
longitude, in practice, the lines are moved to follow geopo-
litical boundaries. Since the boundaries, as well as their cor-
responding DST rules are subject to change, and since
changes are not coordinated and adopted in a uniform fashion
by a global authority, providing accurate automated time zone
setting becomes a difficult task. Further complicating accu-
rate time zone setting is that some regions of the world par-
ticipate in Daylight Savings Time (DST) while others do not.
Still further, different countries observe DST during different
times of the year and according to different start times and end
times.

A conventional approach is to provide a capability to
manually set the time zone and presumes that time zone
settings will not change often. The Windows® Operating
System, for example, allows the user to select the time zone
by clicking on a region of a map and checking if DST is
observed or not. In other systems, such as alarm clocks, a
mechanical switch can be provided to select the time zone. In
still other systems, such as SPS navigation systems, the cur-
rent time zone is also manually set. Such approaches can be
inconvenient where, for example, a user interface is not pro-
vided, or where equipment having a common software load or
initial configuration is shipped to many different parts of the
world, or may be used across many time zones. It would be
desirable therefore in the art for a capability to provide an
accurate time zone.

SUMMARY

Exemplary embodiments are directed methods and devices
for automatically providing a local time zone setting for a
device based on location information such as that obtained
from a satellite positioning system (SPS), or other source of
location information, and a date and time such as a universal
date and time. An accurate, automated time zone setting for a
device is advantageous for devices that travel often between
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time zones or in a case where the device must interface with
other devices or networks where accurate time setting is an
important operational parameter.

Accordingly, an embodiment can include a method for
automatically providing a local time zone setting for a device.
The method can include obtaining location information for a
present location of the device within a geographical area and
a present date and time; establishing an association between
the present location and a geopolitical portion of the geo-
graphical area, the geopolitical portion including time zone
application rules; and automatically providing the local time
zone setting based on the time zone application rules and the
present date and time.

Another embodiment can include an apparatus for auto-
matically providing a local time zone setting for a device. The
apparatus can include a receiver in the device, the receiver
obtaining location information for a present location of the
device within a geographical area and a present date and time;
a processor coupled to the receiver, the processor configured
to: establish an association between the present location and
a geopolitical portion of the geographical area, the geopoliti-
cal portion including time zone application rules; and auto-
matically provide the local time zone setting based on the
time zone application rules and the present date and time.

Another embodiment can include an apparatus for auto-
matically providing a local time zone setting for a device. The
apparatus can include means for obtaining location informa-
tion for a present location of the device within a geographical
area and a present date and time; means for establishing an
association between the present location and a geopolitical
portion of the geographical area, the geopolitical portion
including time zone application rules; and means for auto-
matically providing the local time zone setting based on the
time zone application rules and the present date and time.

Another embodiment can include a machine- or computer-
readable medium comprising instructions for automatically
providing a local time zone setting for a device the instruc-
tions, when executed by a computer, cause the computer to
perform operations, the instructions can include instructions
to obtain location information for a present location of the
device within a geographical area and a present date and time
instructions to establish an association between the present
location and a geopolitical portion of the geographical area,
the geopolitical portion including time zone application rules;
instructions to automatically provide the local time zone set-
ting based on the time zone application rules and the present
date and time.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings are presented to aid in the
description and are provided solely for illustration of embodi-
ments and not limitation thereof.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary device
having a receiver receiving location information.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating conventional time
zone setting using a display and input device.

FIG. 3 is a global map illustrating standard time zone
divisions.

FIG. 4 is a global map illustrating exemplary geopolitical
portions having deviations from the standard time zone divi-
sions.

FIG. 5 is a grid map illustrating an exemplary correspon-
dence between a location, a grid cell and a geopolitical por-
tion having a time zone rule.
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FIG. 6 is a flow chart illustrating an exemplary method for
providing a time zone setting.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Aspects are disclosed in the following description and
related drawings directed to specific embodiments. Alternate
embodiments may be devised without departing from the
scope of the invention. Additionally, well-known elements
will not be described in detail or will be omitted so as not to
obscure the relevant details.

The word “exemplary” is used herein to mean “serving as
an example, instance, or illustration” Any embodiment
described herein as “exemplary” is not necessarily to be con-
strued as preferred or advantageous over other embodiments.
Likewise, the term “embodiments” does not require that all
embodiments include the discussed feature, advantage or
mode of operation.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting of embodiments of the invention. As used herein, the
singular forms “a”, “an” and “the” are intended to include the
plural forms as well, unless the context clearly indicates oth-
erwise. It will be further understood that the terms “com-
prises”, “comprising,”, “includes” and/or “including”, when
used herein, specify the presence of stated features, integers,
steps, operations, elements, and/or components, but do not
preclude the presence or addition of one or more other fea-
tures, integers, steps, operations, elements, components, and/
or groups thereof.

Further, many embodiments are described in terms of
sequences of actions to be performed by, for example, ele-
ments of a computing device. It will be recognized that vari-
ous actions described herein can be performed by specific
circuits (e.g., application specific integrated circuits
(ASICs)), by program instructions being executed by one or
more processors, or by a combination of both. Additionally,
these sequence of actions described herein can be considered
to be embodied entirely within any form of computer readable
storage medium having stored therein a corresponding set of
computer instructions that, upon execution, would cause an
associated processor to perform the functionality described
herein. Thus, the various aspects may be embodied in a num-
ber of different forms, all of which have been contemplated to
be within the scope of the claimed subject matter. In addition,
for each of the embodiments described herein, the corre-
sponding form of any such embodiments may be described
herein as, for example, “logic configured to” perform the
described action.

As used herein, a mobile station (MS) refers to a device
such as a cellular or other wireless communication device,
personal communication system (PCS) device, personal navi-
gation device (PND), Personal Information Manager (PIM),
Personal Digital Assistant (PDA), laptop or other suitable
mobile device which is capable of receiving wireless com-
munication and/or navigation signals. The term “mobile sta-
tion” is also intended to include devices which communicate
with a personal navigation device (PND), such as by short-
range wireless, infrared, wireline connection, or other con-
nection—regardless of whether satellite signal reception,
assistance data reception, and/or position-related processing
occurs at the device or at the PND. Also, “mobile station” is
intended to include all devices, including wireless communi-
cation devices, computers, laptops, etc. which are capable of
communication with a server, such as via the Internet, WiFi,
or other network, and regardless of whether satellite signal
reception, assistance data reception, and/or position-related
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processing occurs at the device, at a server, or at another
device associated with the network. Any operable combina-
tion of the above are also considered a “mobile station.”

As also used herein, a satellite positioning system (SPS)
typically includes a system of transmitters positioned to
enable entities to determine their location on or above the
Earth based, at least in part, on signals received from the
transmitters. Such a transmitter typically transmits a signal
marked with a repeating pseudo-random noise (PN) code of a
set number of chips and may be located on ground based
control stations, user equipment and/or space vehicles. In a
particular example, such transmitters may be located on Earth
orbiting satellite vehicles (SVs). For example, a SV in a
constellation of Global Navigation Satellite System (GNSS)
such as Global Positioning System (GPS), Galileo, Glonass
or Compass may transmit a signal marked with a PN code that
is distinguishable from PN codes transmitted by other SVs in
the constellation (e.g., using different PN codes for each
satellite as in GPS or using the same code on different fre-
quencies as in Glonass). In accordance with certain aspects,
the techniques presented herein are not restricted to global
systems (e.g., GNSS) for SPS. For example, the techniques
provided herein may be applied to or otherwise enabled for
use in various regional systems, such as, e.g., Quasi-Zenith
Satellite System (QZSS) over Japan, Indian Regional Navi-
gational Satellite System (IRNSS) over India, Beidou over
China, etc., and/or various augmentation systems (e.g., an
Satellite Based Augmentation System (SBAS)) that may be
associated with or otherwise enabled for use with one or more
global and/or regional navigation satellite systems. By way of
example but not limitation, an SBAS may include an augmen-
tation system(s) that provides integrity information, differen-
tial corrections, etc., such as, e.g., Wide Area Augmentation
System (WAAS), European Geostationary Navigation Over-
lay Service (EGNOS), Multi-functional Satellite Augmenta-
tion System (MSAS), GPS Aided Geo Augmented Naviga-
tion or GPS and Geo Augmented Navigation system
(GAGAN), and/or the like. Thus, as used herein an SPS may
include any combination of one or more global and/or
regional navigation satellite systems and/or augmentation
systems, and SPS signals may include SPS, SPS-like, and/or
other signals associated with such one or more SPS.

A typical system that determines positioning information
based on signals from a satellite positioning system (SPS) is
shown in FIG. 1. Therein, a scenario 100 illustrates a device
or a unit such as a mobile station 130, which can be a mobile
station that receives SPS information from an SPS satellite
110 over a link 111. The SPS information can include typical
SPS timing information that allows a determination of longi-
tude and latitude or other x, y coordinates and further can
include a universal date and time such as Greenwhich Mean
Time (GMT) or the like or can be a local date and time. The
information can be received at an SPS receiver 122, which can
be located externally to the mobile station 130 or within the
mobile station 130. Alternatively, location information and
date and time information can be received from other sources
at a receiver 125, which can be an FM receiver, a wireless
network receiver, or satellite receiver other than an SPS sat-
ellite receiver that is capable of transferring location and time
information. In some embodiments, the receiver can provide
a connection to the Internet where various sites are available
to provide information, which can then be used to update
information, such as tabularized information, as will be
described in greater detail herein below.

It will further be appreciated that the SPS receiver 122, if
located within the mobile station 130, can be located in a
positioning apparatus 120 or as a separate unit. If SPS
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receiver 122 is a separate unit that is configured to provide a
local date and time, an exemplary device can be configured to
recognize what time is being provided and automatically set
the local time accordingly. Whether internal or external, the
SPS receiver 122 can be coupled to a processor 121 through
a connection 123, which can be a bus, a data line, or the like.
The processor 121 can also be coupled to a memory 124
through the connection 123 or through a separate connection
(not shown). The mobile station 130 is further provided with
a display device 131 and an input device 132 that can be
coupled to the positioning apparatus 120 or can be incorpo-
rated into the positioning apparatus 120. The display device
131 can be a display that includes, but is not limited to an
LCD, LED, plasma display or the like. The input device 132
can be a mouse, keyboard, touch screen, joystick, or other
input device working independently or in connection with the
display 131, such as in the event the input device 132 is a
touch screen device, joystick, joystick-like device, haptic
device, or the like, that allows for scrolling through a series of
selections that are displayed including a virtual keyboard or
the like. It will be appreciated that the combination of ele-
ments described herein can act independently or together in
accordance with various embodiments to form means as
claimed herein.

As mobile station 130 travels throughout a geographical
area, or as the positioning apparatus 120 moves from its point
of production to the point of ultimate use, or, for example
upon first use or later upon set-up, the need will arise to set the
time including setting the correct time zone and daylight
savings time (DST) participation. A conventional manner of
setting the time zone is shown in scenario 200 of FIG. 2. The
display 131 can project or otherwise render an image 230,
which can include a list 231 of the possible time zones. In the
example, one of the listed time zones is highlighted as a
selection candidate 232. The displayed image 230 can include
additional information such as an SPS coordinate and instruc-
tions for a user of the system. A simplified version of the input
device 132 is shown having, for example, a scroll button 233
and a select button 234. It will be appreciated that scroll
button 233 and select button 234 are shown for illustrative
purposes, and could alternatively be implemented in mouse
buttons or in software buttons shown in the image 230 that are
selectable by a moving a mouse pointer over the buttons and
clicking the mouse, or by moving the mouse pointer and
double-clicking directly on the highlighted item, or the like or
in any other manner that will result in the selection of the
highlighted time zone selection candidate 232. As will be
appreciated, manipulation of such a selection can be time
consuming and, further, it is not always easy to determine
which of the offered selections represent the correct setting.
Such tedious manipulation and potential confusion could be
eliminated and the process simplified if the time zone were
automatically provided as described herein according to vari-
ous exemplary embodiments.

To better appreciate the difficulties associated with deter-
mining time zones and time zone related factors, an under-
standing of the background of basic time zones as shown in
FIG. 3 will be helpful. A geographic representation such as a
global map 300 rendered with a well-known Mercator pro-
jection. Such a projection linearizes the spherical surface of
the map into a rectangular projection while distorting the
apparent size and shape of land masses that are closer to the
poles where the scale increases. For time zone purposes, the
Mercator projection is useful since it normalizes the width of
longitudinal sections at the extreme north and south ends,
which would normally be of decreasing width. From a math-
ematical standpoint, global map 300 can be divided into 24
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zone segments 311 corresponding to the hours in a day, that is,
the time required for one complete revolution of the earth.
Segments 311 can be referenced as a function of their respec-
tive distance from a reference point 310, which in modern
practice is generally referred to, for example, as Greenwich
Mean Time (GMT), Zulu time (military), or Coordinate Uni-
versal Time (UTC). It will be appreciated that for mathemati-
cal purposes any zone can act as a reference. Segments 311
therefore can be represented by their offset in terms of one-
hour zones from the reference point 310. It will also be
appreciated that for each hour offset 301, a 15 degree physical
offset 301 can be associated with corresponding one of the 24
segments of the 360 degree circumference of the earth asso-
ciated with one complete revolution.

While it is appreciated that the earth can be divided into
zones with mathematical precision, geopolitical consider-
ations are responsible for a large number of deviations in the
actual time zone used in any given geographical region and
related anomalies, as is illustrated in FIG. 4. While reference
point 410 refers to GMT as in the above example, and refer-
ence point 401 refers to the International Date Line, various
other zones deviate from the precise mathematical zone. For
example, on a global scale, zone 402 encompasses the entire
country of China, while non-standard regions 403 include the
central region of Australia and India. More local examples
can include time zone anomalies associated with recognition
of DST within the same zone. Within various parts of the U.S.
DST participation changes from county to county and even
within relatively small regions. For example, within certain
regions of Arizona, there are Indian reservations located
within counties and regions within the reservations, all of
which have different participation in DST, leading to the
possibility of many time zone inconsistencies even within
small areas. It should be clear that because of the geopolitical
considerations in establishing the time zone for a particular
region, including the DST participation, and the division of
these regions into irregular geopolitical boundaries, the cor-
rect time zone is not easily susceptible to being set based on
geography alone, such as by the above described mathemati-
cally divided zones. Further, because geopolitical power and
time zone adoption-related conventions changes with time,
sometimes frequently, the time zone rules are also susceptible
to frequent change. When global coverage is contemplated,
the challenges are increased by orders of magnitude.

To address the challenge, a time zone can be automatically
provided in an exemplary geographical area 500, or represen-
tation thereof, as shown in FIG. 5 that is serviced by a satellite
positioning system (SPS) satellite 510 that provides informa-
tion from which a location can be determined and a date/time
such as a universal date and time to an SPS receiver that is
located in a unit, such as a mobile unit 512 over a link 511.
Alternatively, location information and date and time can be
provided to anon-SPS receiver, such as receiver 125 shown in
FIG. 1, that receives a signal other than an SPS signal. It will
be appreciated that location can be obtained from non-SPS
sources such as a cellular tower 513 that broadcasts latitude
(LAT) and longitude (LON) over a link 514, such as on the
paging channel or the LAT/LLON provided in connection with
Internet based location services that can be provided from
cloud 515 over a wireless link 517 or a wired link 516. In such
an example cellular tower 513 can alternatively be a WiFi
access point or the like or can provide Internet connectivity as
will be appreciated.

The non-SPS receiver can be, for example a radio fre-
quency (RF) receiver, including a standard frequency modu-
lated (FM) receiver, cellular receiver, satellite radio receiver,
or can include a wireless network receiver that receives infor-
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mation from the Internet and the like. It will be appreciated
that, for example, date/time information is available from
various websites such as the official U.S. time as derived from
the atomic clock standard at http://www.time.gov/, or mili-
tary/oceanographic sites such as the Naval Oceanography
Portal at http://www.usno.navy.mil/, or the like. The informa-
tion received from the alternative source can be converted into
an internal format such as a format that includes longitude,
latitude, date and time or the like, and is compatible with
tabularized information as shown and described below.

The geographical area 500 can be divided into geographi-
cal regions or geopolitical portions 501-504 that, for illustra-
tive purposes can have different time zone application rules
including, for example, daylight savings time (DST) partici-
pation rules. In the present example, a unit, such as a mobile
unit 512, can be located in a present cell 505 of a particular
one of the geopolitical portions 501-504 such as geopolitical
portion 501. A grid 520 divided into cells 521 can be overlaid
on the geographical area 500, or representation thereof. Each
of the cells 521 can be provided with time zone application
information 530 in the form of, for example, a table entry, or
the like. The time zone application information 530 can
include information as follows.

TABLE 1
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In accordance with an embodiment, an exemplary process
600 can be used with various hardware and software configu-
rations, for example as described herein, to carry out the
invention as shown and described in connection with FIG. 6.
After start at 601, a grid can be established to overlay a
geographical area including geopolitical portions at 602. It
should be noted that the term “geographical area” can refer to
an expanse defined by, for example, SPS coordinates of
boundary points or of points within an unbounded area and
can be purely virtual in nature and representative of a portion
of'the surface of the Earth. The geographical area can also be
a representation such as a map or the like that is displayed on
adisplay portion of a system. The term “geopolitical portion”
can refer generally to portions of the geographical area that
are divided according to political or geopolitical boundaries
such as state lines, county lines, country borders and the like
that delineate areas that may have different rules regarding the
application of time zones including DST participation.

Regardless of the exact form of the geographical area, the
grid can be a mechanism that represents mathematical divi-
sions of the area or the representation of the area, typically in
aregular linear rectangular fashion, into cells, although other
manners of division are possible such as concentric circles

Time zone application information

Color StdTxt StdTime DSTTxt DSTTime Start End Comment
7 PST -8:00 PDT -7:00 1st Sun April  Ist Sun Oct  Pacific US
8 MST -7:00 — — — — Arizona
9 MST -7:00 MDT -6:00 1st Sun April  1st Sun Oct Mountain US

In Table 1, “Color” can refer to the various geopolitical
portions 501-504 each of which share common time zone
application rules. In addition, color can refer to a specific
color applied when a representation of geographical area 500
is rendered, for example, on a display. For each geopolitical
portions 501-504 associated with a particular color, time
information can be stored. For example, for color 7 in the
present example, various information such as the text repre-
senting the name associated with the time zone such as Pacific
Standard Time (PST), the time offset relative to a reference
zone associated with the color, the text representing the name
associated with the daylight savings time participation such
as Pacific Daylight Time (PDT), the time offset after appli-
cation of a correction factor associated with DST if any, the
start and end times of the DST participation and other infor-
mation, can be stored as part of the time zone application
information 530. It will be appreciated that, based on the
date/time received from the SPS satellite 510, or other source
(not shown), the correction application of DST can be applied
based on the information in the table. In the event that the
universal date and time are provided, the device can calculate
the offset from the universal time and adjust accordingly or
the table can be arranged in terms of universal date and time.

Asthe mobile unit 512 moves within the geographical area,
it enters and leaves various cells 521 of the grid 520. In some
instances, the present cell 505 can include various ones of the
geopolitical portions 501-504 such as in the magnified view
540. Accordingly, an additional level of resolution can be
applied to identify subcells 522 within the cells 521 and apply
time zone rules as necessary. The information for the subcells
522 can be included in a subtable 532. It will be understood
that the resolution can be increased indefinitely, limited only
by the capacity of, for example, memory devices and the like.
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and radii extending from a center point of the area, or the like.
However, for simplicity, as referred to herein, the grid is a
series of regularly spaced interconnecting lines that form
square or rectangular cells covering the geographical area.
Once divided, the cells can be associated with rules including
DST participation and other information for the correspond-
ing geopolitical portions at 603. The associations can then be
stored at 604, for example in a table, such as in the manner
described above in connection with Table 1 and updated when
changes occur. Changes can include changes to the time zone
application rules, the DST participation, information such as
the start and end times for DST participation, the boundaries
of the geopolitical areas, involving the addition of new geo-
political portions to the geographical area, and so on. For
simplicity, the cell can be associated with a geopolitical
region or “color” as noted in Table 1.

A present location can be mapped to one of the cells in the
grid based on, for example, SPS-based coordinates at 605. It
can then be determined whether more than one color is asso-
ciated with the cell. If more than one color is associated,
corresponding to YES at 606, the process proceeds to 607
where the resolution can be increased until the present cell is
located as near as possibly to fully within a portion having a
single color. When the resolution is increased, it will be
appreciated that a new grid can be established at 602 at the
new resolution. Additional steps such as those associated with
603-607 can be repeated. If there is not more than one color or
geopolitical portion in the cell, corresponding to NO at 606, a
local time zone setting can be automatically provided at 608
based on the rules for the cell and the underlying color and, for
example, the date/time obtained with the SPS coordinates or
with non-SPS based location information. When the color for
the cell is determined, the association between the color and
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the rules and other information for the color can be refer-
enced. Accordingly, a mobile unit, for example, can deter-
mine the cell within which it is located, can determine the
“color” or geopolitical assignment for the cell, and, with the
date/time, thereby reference the time zone information for the
cell. It should be noted that by automatically providing the
correct setting as discussed in connection with 608, the local
time zone setting can be provided as a suggestion or recom-
mended setting for the correct time zone and DST participa-
tion at 609 including displaying the suggested time zone,
actually asserting the local time zone setting based on the
rules for the geopolitical portion, or some combination. When
the local time zone has been automatically provided, the
process can terminate at 610; however it will be appreciated
that the system can easily be configured to operate continu-
ously when the mobile unit is in operation so as to acquire new
color assignment for new locations when the mobile unit
travels to new geopolitical portions or if a device is shipped to
a new location after manufacture or the like.

Those of'skill in the art will appreciate that information and
signals may be represented using any of a variety of different
technologies and techniques. For example, data, instructions,
commands, information, signals, bits, symbols, and chips that
may be referenced throughout the above description may be
represented by voltages, currents, electromagnetic waves,
magnetic fields or particles, optical fields or particles, or any
combination thereof.

Further, those of skill in the art will appreciate that the
various illustrative logical blocks, modules, circuits, and
algorithm steps described in connection with the embodi-
ments disclosed herein may be implemented as electronic
hardware, computer software, or combinations of both. To
clearly illustrate the interchangeability of hardware and soft-
ware, various illustrative components, blocks, modules, cir-
cuits, and steps have been described above generally in terms
of their functionality. Whether such functionality is imple-
mented as hardware or software depends upon the particular
application and design constraints imposed on the overall
system. Skilled artisans may implement the described func-
tionality in varying ways for each particular application, but
such implementation decisions should not be interpreted as
causing a departure from the scope of the present invention.

The methods, sequences and/or algorithms described in
connection with the embodiments disclosed herein may be
embodied directly in hardware, in a software module
executed by a processor, or in a combination of the two. A
software module may reside in RAM memory, flash memory,
ROM memory, EPROM memory, EEPROM memory, regis-
ters, hard disk, a removable disk, a CD-ROM, or any other
form of storage medium known in the art. An exemplary
storage medium is coupled to the processor such that the
processor can read information from, and write information
to, the storage medium. In the alternative, the storage medium
may be integral to the processor.

Accordingly, an embodiment or embodiments can include
an article of manufacture such as a computer readable media
with instructions which, when executed by a computer, a
processor, or the like, embody a method for setting a time
zone and a DST in a device including or having access to an
SPS receiver or other receiver capable of obtaining location
and date/time information. Accordingly, the invention is not
limited to illustrated examples and any means for performing
the functionality described herein are intended to be included
in embodiments.

While the foregoing disclosure shows illustrative embodi-
ments, it should be noted that various changes and modifica-
tions could be made herein without departing from the scope
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of the invention as defined by the appended claims. The
functions, steps and/or actions of the method claims in accor-
dance with the embodiments described herein need not be
performed in any particular order. Furthermore, although ele-
ments may be described or claimed in the singular, the plural
is contemplated unless limitation to the singular is explicitly
stated.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for automatically providing a local time zone
setting for a device comprising:

obtaining a location estimate of a present location of the

device within a geographical area and a present date and
time;

identifying a cell of a grid depicting a graphical area com-

prising the location estimate, wherein the cell is subject

to first time zone application rules, wherein in response

to determining that the cell is subject to two or more time

zones, identifying a first sub-cell, within the cell, com-

prising the location estimate, the first sub-cell being

subject to second time zone application rules; and

automatically providing the local time zone setting and the

present date and time at least partially based on:

the first time zone application rules at least partially in
response to the determining that the cell is subject to
a single time zone, or

the second time zone application rules at least partially
in response to the determining that the cell is subject
to the two or more time zones.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the location
estimate is determined from satellite positioning system
(SPS) signals, and wherein the date and time include a uni-
versal date and time.

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein the time zone
application rules include a daylight savings time (DST) par-
ticipation in a geopolitical portion.

4. The method according to claim 1, further comprising
updating the time zone application rules at least partially in
response to changes to a predetermined geopolitical portion.

5. The method according to claim 1, further comprising
displaying the geographical area and the time zone applica-
tion rules on a color map.

6. The method according to claim 1, wherein the automati-
cally providing the local time zone setting includes directly
setting a present time zone in the device.

7. The method according to claim 1, wherein the automati-
cally providing the local time zone setting includes providing
a recommended local time zone setting.

8. A method for automatically providing a local time zone
setting for a device comprising:

obtaining location information for a present location of the

device within a geographical area and a present date and
time;

establishing an association between the present location

and a geopolitical portion of the geographical area, the
geopolitical portion including time zone application
rules, wherein the establishing the association further
includes establishing cells associated with the geo-
graphical area at a first resolution such that one of the
cells is associated with at least part of the geopolitical
portion of the geographical area; and

automatically providing the local time zone setting based

on the time zone application rules and the present date
and time.

9. The method according to claim 8, further comprising
associating at least some of the cells with the time zone
application rules for the geopolitical portion; mapping the
present location of the device to one of the cells based on the
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location information for the present location; and automati-
cally providing the local time zone setting based on the time
zone application rules and the date and time.

10. The method according to claim 8, further comprising
maintaining a table of the associations between the cells and
the time zone application rules and updating the table of the
associations when changes occur in the time zone application
rules.

11. The method according to claim 8, wherein the estab-
lishing the cells further include further establishing the cells
at a second resolution if the one of the cells includes more
than one of the geopolitical portion, the cells established at
the second resolution such that the present location can be
associated with only one of the more than one of the geopo-
litical portion.

12. An apparatus for automatically providing a local time
zone setting for a device, the apparatus comprising:

a receiver in the device, the receiver obtaining a location
estimate of a present location of the device within a
geographical area and a present date and time;

a processor coupled to the receiver, the processor to:
identify a cell of a grid depicting a graphical area com-

prising the location estimate, wherein the cell is sub-

ject to first time zone application rules, wherein in

response to determining that the cell is subject to two

or more time zones, identifying a first sub-cell, within

the cell, comprising the location estimate, the first

sub-cell being subject to second time zone application

rules; and

automatically provide the local time zone setting and the

present date and time at least partially based on:

the first time zone application rules at least partially in
response to the determining that the cell is subject
to a single time zone, or

the second time zone application rules at least par-
tially in response to the determining that the cell is
subject to the two or more time zones.

13. An apparatus according to claim 12, further compris-
ing:

a memory coupled to the receiver and the processor, the
memory to store a mapping of the time zone application
rules for a corresponding plurality of geopolitical por-
tions of the geographical area,

wherein the processor is further configured to update the
mapping when changes occur in the time zone applica-
tion rules.

14. An apparatus according to claim 12, further compris-

ing:

a display unit coupled to the receiver and the processor, the
display unit configured to display a mapping of the plu-
rality of cells, and to display the automatically provided
local time zone setting as a proposed time zone setting;
and

an input device coupled to the receiver and the processor,
the input device accepting an input to confirm the local
time zone setting is accepted.

15. An apparatus according to claim 12, further compris-

ing:

a display unit coupled to the receiver and the processor, the
display unit configured to:
display amapping of the plurality of cells as a color map;

and
display the local time zone setting as a proposed time
zone setting; and

an input device coupled to the receiver and the processor,
the input device accepting an input to confirm whether
the local time zone setting is accepted.
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16. An apparatus for automatically providing a local time

zone setting for a device, the apparatus comprising:
a receiver in the device, the receiver obtaining location
information for a present location of the device within a
geographical area and a present date and time;
a processor coupled to the receiver, the processor config-
ured to:
establish an association between the present location
and a geopolitical portion of the geographical area,
the geopolitical portion including time zone applica-
tion rules;

map the present location of the device to one of a plu-
rality of cells associated with the geographical area,
the one of the plurality of cells associated with the
geopolitical portion; and

automatically provide the local time zone setting for the
present time zone based on the time zone application
rules and the present date and time for the geopolitical
portion associated with the one of the plurality of cells
and the date and time.

17. An apparatus for automatically providing a local time

zone setting for a device, the apparatus comprising:
a receiver in the device, the receiver obtaining location
information for a present location of the device within a
geographical area and a present date and time;
a processor coupled to the receiver, the processor config-
ured to:
establish an association between the present location
and a geopolitical portion of the geographical area,
the geopolitical portion including time zone applica-
tion rules; and

automatically provide the local time zone setting based
on the time zone application rules and the present date
and time; and

a memory coupled to the receiver and the processor, the
memory configured to store a mapping of the plurality of
cells and corresponding ones of the time zone applica-
tion rules for a corresponding plurality of geopolitical
portions of the geographical area,

wherein the processor is further configured to update the
mapping when new geopolitical portions are added to
the geographical area.

18. An apparatus for automatically providing a local time

zone setting for a device, the apparatus comprising:
a receiver in the device, the receiver obtaining location
information for a present location of the device within a
geographical area and a present date and time;
a processor coupled to the receiver, the processor config-
ured to:
establish an association between the present location
and a geopolitical portion of the geographical area,
the geopolitical portion including time zone applica-
tion rules; and

automatically provide the local time zone setting based
on the time zone application rules and the present date
and time;

a display unit coupled to the receiver and the processor, the
display unit configured to:
display the mapping of the plurality of cells as a color

map; and
display the local time zone setting as a proposed time
zone setting; and

an input device coupled to the receiver and the processor,
the input device accepting an input to confirm whether
the local time zone setting is accepted, wherein, if the
local time zone setting is confirmed as accepted, the
processor is further configured to automatically provide
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the local time zone setting for the present time zone by
updating the present time zone setting with the local
time zone setting.

19. An apparatus for automatically providing a local time
zone setting for a device comprising:

means for obtaining a location estimate of a present loca-

tion of the device within a geographical area and a
present date and time;

means for identifying a cell of a grid depicting a graphical

area comprising the location estimate, wherein the cell is
subject to first time zone application rules, wherein in
response to determining that the cell is subject to two or
more time zones, identifying a first sub-cell, within the
cell, comprising the location estimate, the first sub-cell
being subject to second time zone application rules; and
means for automatically providing the local time zone
setting and the present date and time at least partially
based on:
the first time zone application rules at least partially in
response to the determining that the cell is subject to
a single time zone, or
the second time zone application rules at least partially
in response to the determining that the cell is subject
to the two or more time zones.

20. An apparatus for automatically providing a local time
zone setting for a device comprising:

means for obtaining location information for a present

location of the device within a geographical area and a
present date and time;

means for establishing an association between the present

location and a geopolitical portion of the geographical
area, the geopolitical portion including time zone appli-
cation rules;

means for automatically providing the local time zone

setting based on the time zone application rules and the
present date and time;

means for mapping the present location of the device to one

of a plurality of cells, the one of the plurality of cells
associated with the geographical portion; and

memory means for storing a mapping of the plurality of

cells and corresponding ones of the time zone applica-
tion rules for a corresponding plurality of geopolitical
portions of the geographical area.

21. An apparatus according to claim 20, wherein the
memory means is further for updating the stored mapping
when changes occur in the time zone application rules.

22. An apparatus according to claim 20, wherein the
memory means is further for updating the stored mapping
when new geopolitical portions are added to the geographical
area.

23. An apparatus according to claim 20, further comprising
means for displaying the mapping of the plurality of cells and
automatically providing the local time zone setting as a pro-
posed time zone setting.
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24. An apparatus according to claim 20, further comprising
means for displaying the mapping of the plurality of cells as
a color map and automatically providing the local time zone
setting.

25. An apparatus according to claim 23, further comprising
input means for accepting an input to confirm whether the
local time zone setting is accepted.

26. An apparatus according to claim 25, further comprising
means for updating the present time zone setting with the
local time zone setting if the local time zone setting is con-
firmed as accepted.

27. An apparatus according to claim 20, further comprising
means for displaying the mapping of the plurality of cells as
a color map and automatically providing the local time zone
setting.

28. A computer-readable medium comprising instructions
to automatically provide a local time zone setting for a device,
the instructions being executable by a computer to:

obtain a location estimate of a present location of the

device within a geographical area and a present date and
time;

identify a cell of a grid depicting a graphical area compris-

ing the location estimate, wherein the cell is subject to

first time zone application rules, wherein in response to

determining that the cell is subject to two or more time

zones, identifying a first sub-cell, within the cell, com-

prising the location estimate, the first sub-cell being

subject to second time zone application rules; and

automatically the local time zone setting and the present

date and time at least partially based on:

the first time zone application rules at least partially in
response to the determining that the cell is subject to
a single time zone, or

the second time zone application rules at least partially
in response to the determining that the cell is subject
to the two or more time zones.

29. A computer-readable medium comprising instructions
to automatically provide a local time zone setting for a device,
the instructions being executable by a computer to:

obtain location information for a present location of the

device within a geographical area and a present date and
time;
establish an association between the present location and a
geopolitical portion of the geographical area, the geo-
political portion including time zone application rules;

automatically provide the local time zone setting based on
the time zone application rules and the present date and
time; and

map the present location of the device to one of a plurality

of cells, the one of the plurality of cells associated with
the geographical portion; and

store a mapping of the plurality of cells and corresponding

ones of the time zone application rules for a correspond-
ing plurality of geopolitical portions of the geographical
area.



